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For Immediate Release, February 13, 2008
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May 21, 2008, 2008
WCCA TV in collaboration with the Worcester Infant Mortality Reduction Task Force and Worcester Healthy Start Initiative Presents the September 18th, 2007 Presentation of Dr. Marianne Felice to the City Council on Infant Mortality.
WORCESTER, MA. The rate at which infants die in Worcester has raised concerns among stakeholders over the past many years.  The Worcester Infant Mortality Reduction Task Force which consists of representatives from local and state agencies, concerned physicians, social workers and other professionals was convened in the mid 1990’s to address the soaring rates. Among several initiatives that have been taken, the WIMRTF has worked closely with the Worcester Healthy Start Initiative, a federally funded program with the aim to reduce infant mortality in the city.

During the month of September last year, the Mayor of Worcester Konstantina Lukes proclaimed the Month as Infant Mortality Awareness Month. During the same period, Dr. Marianne Felice Chair of the WIMRTF made a presentation to the city council on infant mortality. The presentation which was very comprehensive covered the interpretation of existing data, risk factors for infant mortality, ongoing efforts to identify causal factors and ways to improve birth outcomes.  As part of ongoing efforts to educate the Central Massachusetts community, the WIMRTF and the WHSI is working with the WCCA TV channel and more than twenty other community cable channels to air this informative video. This effort has already started as the tape is being aired by several of the TV stations in and out of Worcester. 
We believe this City-wide education efforts will create more awareness of the issue of infant mortality and help people to adopt healthy behaviors that will improve birth outcomes. We also continue to ask for the involvement of more stakeholders in the efforts to save the lives of infants.
Contacts:

1. Marianne Felice, MD

    Chair, Worcester Infant Mortality Reduction Task Force

    Umass Memorial Medical Center

    (508) 856-3199

    FeliceM@ummhc.org

2. George Mike Portuphy, MPH, CHES
     Director, Worcester Healthy Start Initiative, Great Brook Valley Health Center.
     (508) 854-2124

     George_portuphy@greatbrook.org

Contact:	George Mike Portuphy


Coordinator, Worcester Infant Mortality Reduction Task Force


               Great Brook Valley Health Center.


	(508) 854-2124 / george_portuphy@greatbrook.org
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