Letter to the editor
Jan 25th, 2008

Fighting Racial and Ethnic Health Disparities, a pronounced problem in Worcester 
The Worcester Healthy Start Initiative (WHSI) acknowledges and deeply appreciates the attention being given to the problem of racial health disparities by the Patrick Administration. In a press release dated November 28, 2007, the administration awarded a $1 Million in grants to fight racial and ethnic health disparities. The Governor further noted that “eliminating racial and ethnic health disparities is a major priority for our administration”. We think this is a move in the right direction particularly due to the fact that this problem has persisted for many years in a state that is acknowledged by many around the world as a leader in Health Care.
 With the help of data from the State Department of Public Health (MDPH), the WHSI used the Geographic Information System software to identify census tracts in the Worcester community by their infant mortality rates.  We found that more than 6 census tracts in the city have infant mortality rates ranging from 16.0 to 25.99 per 1,000 live births and these rates were highly pronounced along racial lines. This is certainly outrageous and unacceptable. It calls for the aggressive pursuit of ideas, strategies and resources to stem the rising tide of infant deaths in our communities.
We are also thankful for the support of the city council in proclaiming September 2007 as infant mortality awareness month and welcoming a presentation by Dr. Marianne Felice, chair of the Worcester Infant Mortality Reduction Task Force. We are looking forward to working further with the city and our community partners on this important issue.
The Worcester Healthy Start Initiative is a federally funded city-wide program hosted by the Great Brook Valley Health Center. Our able partners that provide WHSI perinatal services include the Family Health Center of Worcester, UMASS Memorial and the Pernet Family Health Service.
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